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By 1858, the majority of the
project area was undeveloped.
At that time, the area between
Madison and Mason Streets was
the most heavily developed
within the immediate project
area, and consisted of five
houses facing Tenth Street.
These houses had been
constructed in the middle 1840s
through early 1850s and were
occupied by Euro-American
working class families. The rail
line had been constructed
through the neighborhood only

a few years earlier.




Detail of the 1858 map
of Springfield, showing
the five houses then
present on the
southernmost block of
the project area. The
lots associated with these
homes had been re-
oriented from
north/south to
east/west in order to
front Tenth Street.




General view of Springfield’s Near North Side and the Carpenter Street
Underpass project area, as illustrated on the 1867 Bird’s Eye of Springfield (Ruger
1867).
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Detail of the 1867 Bird’s Eye VView of Springfield llustrating the southern end of the
Carpenter Street project area. Note the large Phoenix Mill located across
Madison Street to the south.
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Detail of the 1872 Birds Eye View of Springfield llustrating the southern end of
the Carpenter Street project area. The seven houses investigated during the

archaeological investigations are circled. Note the rail cars parked in front of
the houses.




By 1900, the south half of the project area was located in a predominately African-
American residential neighborhood that had become known as the “Badlands.”
The “Levee” was a short stretch of Washington Street known for its saloons,
gambling houses, pawn shops, and prostitution. The Carpenter Street Underpass
project area is outlined 1in red.
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The 1896 Sanborn fire
insurance map labeled
the houses along
Tenth Street, between
Madison and Mason
Streets, as “Negro
Shanties.” The red
line indicates the
location of the
Carpenter Street

project area.
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The Levee had a “colorful” reputation dating back to the Civil War, some of
which is captured in this 1885 painting by John Mahony. It depicts a street scene
in the Levee in front of the Jefferson House at Seventh and Washington Streets.




Mahony’s “The Power of
Music” captures the rowdy
character of the Levee in the
late 19 Century and the variety
of people seen there.




Map illustrating the built landscape circa 1906 and showing the relationship of the project
area to the Levee and the vice district. Properties marked in red represent “houses of il
fame” and/or brothels at various points in time (ca. 1860-1910).
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In the 1870s, two brothels—Ilocated at 915 East Madison and 1016 East Mason Street—were established either
side of the project area and remained in operation for several decades. The presence of these brothels
(highlighted in dark red) attracted further prostitution and vice to the properties lying in between them. Shorter-
lived “resorts” (representing more informal “houses of ill fame; highlighted here in light red) are indicated on the
1896 Sanborn map below. As such, the 10™ and Madison Streets intersection became well-known by the
authorities for its illicit activities.
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Local newspapers contain
regular accounts of prostitution
in the Capital City, and those
individuals involved in the
“industry”’. One such individual
was Mabel Baxter who took over
a brothel directly adjacent to the
project area circa 1891. This
business “house” was
established in the early 1870s at
this location by Emma Taylor

(formerly Gladden/Nash).

‘her place for - some time.-

-8 young: man who was

‘arresbed Fr!day night at'the! instance of
Mabel: Baxte,r. &' keeper of:a house'of 1115

fame on Madison street, who charged’
him with breaking open abureau drasver
and stealing 890; was’ arraigned in Jus:
tice. Carmody’s court yesterday “The
Baxter woman and ber glrls' were there
in’ the latest of the sprlng: st.yles, and*
after. a conference 'thei complaint wa3
wlbhdmwn and: t.he cost.s in “the! case

paldy and Sprulll ‘Was dlsch&rged He
claims to be; married to! the:Baxter
woman, and has been: hanglng around‘

He {s of -
splendid ‘family, his rat.her " being. a

‘highly respected’ ‘Methodist! ‘minister ab;

Hillsboro, Montgomery counby. “That'
gentleman came up“:to- the clbv and was

‘present at the. trial, and, took his way-

ward’ son back’ bome with him

IS] 4/24/1892; Mabel took over the Taylor
resort in circa 1891




A BOY HUSBAND GOES WRONG.

His Helatives Hunting for Him Last Night
Amoug Houses of Iil-Fmue,

Sergeant Adsm Fehr and Oflicers

McLesn and Sullivan, sccompanied by |

two gentlemen from Auburn and Al- |
dermun George W. Stubbs, with hiu'
crutches, were scouriog the bad lands |
last night in the aeighborhood of |
| Eighth and Madison streets in' sesrch |
of one Ernest Knight. Ernestcame to
| the city from Auburn some time ago. |
He foll into bad company, and finally
decided not to return to his little eoun- l
try home, as the charms of ecity life |
were so much greater. Ho met A-da[
Anderson, who resides in & rookery at |
No. 220 North Eighth street, sod has |
since becn adberent to her many|
t charms. Last night the oflicers searched |
l her place at about 11 o'clock, but |
| young Knight was not to be found. It
| Was learned that young Kuight was
pot of age, and- that ho was already
married. Hie wifo s & niecs of Alder- |
mann Stubbs, and sbe is still residing
at Auburn. Young Knight has been |
employed on the Auburn Cilizen as a |
prigter, snd Mr. Murphy, ode of the|
proprietors of the paper, was one of the
mon shat was in tho city iast night.
Shortly after 1’ o'clock the police
wenb back to the Anderson woman's
bouse, and upon finding’ both Koight
| and the woman in bed, arrosted them. |
| They are booked as disorderly.

ISR 11/14/1894

One of the first appearances of the
term “bad lands™ in the local
newspapers occurred in late 1894.
In that year, there were 4 “hits” in
the newspapers referencing that
term. In contrast, in the following
year (1895), there were 35 “hits,”
and the use of the term increased
dramatically after that time. During
these early years, the term referred
to that area near the 8" and
Madison Street intersection, but
quickly became associated with the
10% and Madison Street vicinity.
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ISR 11/9/1859

Cocnine Becoming a Cure-All.
INew York Trioune.}

Cocaine is becoming one of tho popular
remedies of the day.  Its functions of ul-
Inying the sensibility of the nerves of
mucous - membranes and other tissues
renders it valuable in surgical operations
and in the treatinent of throat and lung
aitections. In consequence of its remark-.
able qualities. and of the prominenco
given to it in the ‘medical treatment re-
coived by (en. Grant, it {s now coming

ISJ 10 17/1885

'EETY

THE COCAINE HABIT.

ThHe Warst Blavery Known.--New Hoveln-
Mons of Power,
(Cineinunti Timea-Ktar.|

When oooripno was tisenvered tha mmll-
oal world exolaimed “thank honvent"

Hus ueefi! as 38 1y, It 18 also dangorous,
apoalally dlwn iu use Is porverted frow
the dendenin ln far purgloal apera-.
| tlons, to il u lmu tion: and destruotiim of

ISR 10/27/1886

Although morphine and opium use pre-dated
cocaine, these drugs were not the scourge of the
city like cocaine was to become.

Cocaine was incorporated early into a variety of
medicines, such as Burnett’s Cocaine (cf. 1859 ad).
During the middle 1880s, the medicinal and
pharmacological properties of cocaine became
known and it received immense praise as a wonder
drug (anesthesia, pain killer) during the later
1880s—even as a cure for morphine and opium
addiction. Almost simultaneously, the addictive
nature of the drug became known. Although the
drug was first used by more well-to-do individuals
who could afford it, it quickly became a drug of
choice for the poorer classes.

As one source said, one could live addicted to
morphine for 30 years, but one year of cocaine
addiction will result in your death!




iONE MORE TRAGEDY.
e |

!Murdcr Recalled By the Suacsde
Of Gertie Harris,

| She Sends a Bullet Into Her Heart at
| Her Mother's Home— Amanda
White Went Insane.

Drspandcn(‘}
i1 m*.nmd
llo !w

mu‘.) tu; xaurl .mcl death res
1sitle of haif an hour. Her mother w
t the house at the time, and at the re-|
art of the revolver, she rushed into/
room just in time (o see her daugh-
11 to the flear i :
'he Harels givl was 20 years olid. She|
had. at odd times, | r moih-|
g er. During the [ » was vul of ”IP;
HL.I\ it retur ]
T i day and has
Cfmother in nmkmg
g | uwl ironing., Tl
Iy
o

e | ing,  After eating
Neomplained L 1
was aehing @

\lm. 1 ‘n her maother
0 g0 to the grovery store, S ]
e room and her mother thought s
<1 hadd pone to the store.

1S] 2/26/1897

It was not until early 1897 that we first learn of a
cocaine “problem” in Springfield. On February 36,
1897 the I/inois State Journal reported on the suicide
death of Amanda White, who had shot herself while
under the influence of cocaine. She lived with her
mother at 1022 East Madison Street (just outside of the
project area). This is one of the first local reports of
cocaine use in the Springfield newspapers. Only a few
weeks later, the [/inois State Register reported on March
25% of the attempted suicide of another woman (Mary
Jane Shannon) by taking cocaine and morphine. Mary
Jane had lived at 1219 East Washington Street. It is not
coincidental that the Illinois Legislature sought to
regulate the sale of cocaine in 1897.

Mary Jane Shannon Again,
Mrs, €. L. Bridges, formerly Mary
Jane Shannon, attempted suielde l'ls:t
night ot her home, No. 1219 st
Washington street, by taking cocalne

and morphine,  She wug pumped ont
and wil recover. Jealousy over her
spouse, to whom she  has just  been
marrvied, was the cnuse,

ISR 3/25/1897
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BARNETT, THE CARVER.

P

Btranger Alloged to Have Been 8liced by |

“Coke" Fland,

George Barnett, a lover of cocaine
alley who ir dreaded by all who are
aciquainted with him, made himself
prominent among his feillow userk of
the “coke’ by carving an unknown
mun yesterday moraing.

It Is sald that the man went among
the 1esidents of the alley, not Knowing
where he was going, and was asied
for scme money by Barnett. When
e sald that he had no money 1o glve
Jurnett pulled out his knife and began
o carve him. The man went to o
iearby house bleeding and asked a

H
i
t
!

woman to dress his wounds. He was

told that he could find a physiclan sev-

vral blocks away, He sald that the |

‘ust ity cents that he had he gave to
a "vomun of the Uatriet” who sald she

v had nothing to eat for several days.

The unknown started down the street

el 1t i¢ not koown where he went,

aald that the resldents of the neligh- |

ar huw badly: he was injured by the
“bully.” Barnett has a reputation as
n “carver” and for this reason it Is

I borhinad were afraid to notify the po-
i Heeo far fear that, he would come to
! thelr homes and kill them,

o e e

ISR 5/28/1898

By the late 1890s, the alley just
south of the Washington Street
Levee became known for its
widespread use of cocaine, and
was nicknamed “Cocaine
Alley”—a name it held for many
years thereafter. This article is
the first to reference Cocaine
Alley 1n the local newspapers, and
is the beginning of many stories
relating to the problems
assoclated with cocaine use in
Springtield after that time.




WAS IT BUICIDE]? .

Jock O'Humnter taken from a Madison Street
Kesort (o the Hospital, whers he Expires
in & few Minutes—Indiflerence of the
Officers.

About 0 o'clock Jast night, Dr. Wileox
was callod to the Ledsido of & man, who
was lying st tho point of dosth, fna
house on the northwest corner of Tonth
sod Madison stroots, After disgnosing
tho easo the doctor pronounced bim be-
youd the reach of modical sld. Mollle
Lyneh, tho loudlndy of the houso, st once
went for tho patrol wagon snd had the
dying mnn removed to 8t Jolu's hospital
where hio hroathud bis Tast in a few min
wea  Tho pollew, In thelr ususl Indiffor-
vt way, ssked.no questions conoorning
the wan, whother he had boon murdored,
poleoned; or I Lo hed suleldegd, nor oven

naked  Bls . wmame. They  svomed
to foel: that  thele  duty  wes
done  when  thoy bad  fakon  the
body from the Lynch resort to the hos
Fiu. From tho Lynch womsn 1l was
oarnod that the man's namoe was John
O'llunter, Dhettor knowo as ' Jack, and
that ho wae Ulind, Ho galned s dvell:
hood by writing and solllog dogorel
thymeos. For the past month Mallio esid
that O'Hunter had boon drinking very
bard and since Saturday mornlng had
boon decidedly drunk, A fsh monger
namod Hors Rolly, who was In 1ho houss
bolloved that the blind poot had taken
an over dose of morphine, as he had seen
| bim have some Babbath evenlog. O'Hun-
ter lived has in Bpriogfeld off and oo
| for nearly four yoars. o was sbout 8
| feethigh snd wore s light mustache.
| Whoro his bome wad |8 nol kpows, buy
it 1s beolloved shat ho his & mother living
sonws whers lo the wide world, The

caronur will eall 8 jury and bold sn fn-
| nueat this morning,

IS] 5/28, 1888

House A was used as a brothel by the late
1880s. It was known as the “Lynch Resort”.
Similarly, House C was used by Lloyd
Thomas during the early years of the
twentieth century for a range of nefarious
activities, including prostitution.

“Lord"” Thomas in Jail Again.

Lloyd Thomas, who calls himself
“Lord” Thomas, King of the Bad
Lands, was nirested yesterday on com-
plaint of Emma Neubolt. Thomas is
the man who induced Rosle Mitchell, a
voung girl recently out of the state in-

| sune asylum, into a house of fli-fame.
The girl was arrested for being a co-
calne fiend. The [ chuarge was later
changed 1o insanity, but the givl was
released from custody shortly -after-
wards., The case against King will be
called for trial x\’l()nda_\-'.

ISR 9/22/1906; Lloyd Thomas quickly fell from “grace” with the
criminal elements of the neighborhood, eventually being sent to
Joliet for chicken theft.




On the morning of August 14, 1908, Mabel Hallam accused George Richardson of
having raped her the night before.

Mabel Hallam (21; wife of streetcar George Richardson (36; construction
motorman William Hallam) laborer)




Although Mrs. Hallam was later to recant her story, absolving Mr. Richardson
of any wrong-doing, her actions unleashed a fury of violent activity that was to
wreck havoc with the City of Springfield.
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On August 141 1908, the City of Springfield erupted in racially motivated mob violence
that lasted for several days, and resulted in the lynching of two African-American citizens,
as well as the destruction of numerous houses and businesses within the city. Much of the
violence was centered on the Levee commercial district and residential Badlands. The
violence was subdued through the efforts of the Illinois National Guard.
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Photographs of East Madison
Street, and National Guard in
Springfield (August 1908).




Over 40 houses and business were destroyed in the Badlands during the August
14th-15% 1908 riot in Springfield. This map shows the location of the houses
and businesses destroyed by fire during the riots (as depicted on the 1896
Sanborn fire insurance map).




Five homes within the immediate Carpenter Street project area were destroyed during the
1908 riot. An additional three residence and one business on the same block also were

torched. Burned buildings are highlighted in orange below.

“At Tenth and Madison
streets the flames were at
their highest. On both sides
of Tenth street north of
Madison street, there were a
row of huts, which were
destroyed by the torch of
the mob.”

18] 8/15/1908
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One of the properties the mob targeted adjacent to the project area was the two-
story frame residence occupied by Daniel Neil, which formerly had been Mabel
Baxter’s brothel. Neal also owned an adjacent saloon which also was torched (and
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Although the areas of Springfield impacted by the riot where extensively canvassed by
photographers in the immediate aftermath, the houses destroyed in the Carpenter Street
project area were pootrly documented. Only one image of the project area has been
found to date, and that is shown below. The chimney stack shown at right belongs to
House “A” on the northwest corner of Tenth and Madison Streets. Daniel Neal’s
gutted home appears at the far left.




Detail of previous photograph, showing the ruins of House “A”. The billboard at left
would have helped obscure the illicit activities taking place within the “un-platted court”
at Tenth and Madison. The furnishing advertisement 1s for Gerhard Westenberger, who
grew up in House “A” and still owned it at the time of the riot.




The Springfield Race Riot of August 1908 was one of the catalysts that resulted in
the formation of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People NAACP). On February 121909 (in conjunction with the 100
anniversary of Lincoln’s birth), the organization was formed. As quoted in the
NAACP’s webpage, “The NAACP was formed partly in response to the
continuing horrific practice of lynching and the 1908 race riot in Springfield, the
capital of Illinois and resting place of President Abraham Lincoln.”
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Following the 1908 riot,
only one home (House
“F”) still remained
standing within the project
area, as shown on the
1917 Sanborn map at
right. This home would
be demolished by 1924.
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By the 1930s, the project area had P ”
been redeveloped by the Barker- iy g 7'_ | : ’1( e e
Lubin Company, whose lumber = H S N

N
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cowdy

and building materials business : e v i K
! i# WY,

sprawled across nearly the entire

block. A number of lumber ' o |

— . [
)

»

sheds, similar to the one 2 R
2 MM

illustrated here, were erected over
the sites of the houses burned

during the 1908 riot.

____________




Summary and Conclusions

The project area was a diverse neighborhood from its earliest years, in respect to ethnicity and economic
status.

Blacks were residing in the neighborhood by the 1860s and were contributing and representative members
of this solid working-class area.

Character of the neighborhood went into decline in the late nineteenth century due to variety of reasons,
including the addition of a second railroad adjacent to it (along Madison Street), increased industrialization,
and the aging housing stock.

Households within the project area became increasingly characterized by unmarried, female heads of
household (both white and black)—in contrast to nuclear families of previous years.

However, a major reason for its decline was the introduction of prostitution in the 1870s, as the vice district
within Springfield expanded/relocated from the Levee to the Near North Side. The project area was
soon/eventually sandwiched in between two major brothels, and this attracted other independent prostitutes
to the surrounding neighborhood. This process initially was driven by whites. The prostitution attracted
other criminal activity.

The introduction of cocaine to Springfield in the 1890s significantly altered the public’s attitude toward the
vice district, changing from a grudging acceptance to intolerance and calls for a “cleanup” campaign.
Black crime and substance abuse were viewed by whites as inherently more dangerous and threatening—a
perception that unfortunately persists to this day.

By 1900, the Tenth and Madison Street locale was the heart of the so-called Badlands. It’s reputation was

unfairly applied by the white community to the wider black neighborhood adjoining it to the east. It also
made the Tenth and Madison Street location a prime target by the white mob during the 1908 race riot.




Contemporary descriptions of the black residences

destroyed during the 1908 Springfield Race Riot as . . _
“shanties,” “shacks,” “huts,” or “cabins’ reflected an 'R_@ ntairs 0&‘/ Q 72»42(‘ o Qa)o e
inherent racial bias and served to diminish the b ca e ‘r‘; ag ﬂ“’ VR,;O 0

devastating impact the riot had on the city’s black
community. Regardless of their age and condition
(or past histories) these buildings were homzes, and
their occupants were innocent victims of white rage

.

and mob violence in August 1908.
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Two images from the scrapbook entitled Irn The Wake of the Mob: An 1llustrated Story of Riot, Ruin, and Rage (1909). Until the current research, these photographs
wete unavailable, and/ot unknown to Springfield reseatrchers.
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